The Honourable President of India 
Rashtrapati Bhawan 
New Delhi — 110001 
September 5", 2015 


Honourable Sir, 


We write to you at a time when the film-making community — and the public at large — are deeply 
perturbed by the ongoing mishandling of affairs at the Film and Television Institute of India (FTII) by the 
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. 

The undersigned are all recipients of the National Film Awards over the years, bestowed upon us by the 
office of the President, in recognition of our films and our cinema-related work. We are writing to 
collectively bring to your attention the following: 


1. The FTI is a premier institute, now in its 55" year. Its alumni include some of the best-known names of 
the Indian film industry, who have brought national and international recognition to Indian cinema. 

2. In June 2015, the Ministry made a series of appointments to the FTII Society. We are dismayed to find 
among the appointees several people who did not satisfy the minimum criteria of either a ‘significant 
contribution’ to, or ‘excellence’ in, cinema. 

3. We have been particularly disturbed to note that the ry had arbitrarily chosen Shri Gajendra 
Chouhan as the Chairman of the Governing Council, a position earlier held by eminent film-makers like 
Shri Mrinal Sen, Dr. U.R. Ananthamurthy, Shri Shyam Benegal, Shri Girish Karnad and Shri Adoor 
Gopalakrishnan, among a host of other eminent appointees. This appears to have been done in haste, sans 
due diligence or widespread consultations. 

4. Even more disturbing is the inclusion of at least four political appointees, with little or no cinematic 
achievements of note. These include an appointee against whom a Pune Court has passed strictures, 
doubting her knowledge of cinema, as well as people with no other significant qualification except their 
affiliation with the political party in power. 

5. Even as many of us have registered our protest through the media, the students of FTII have been on an 
indefinite strike protesting these appointments and what they rightly see as an attempt to interfere with the 
autonomy of the institute. In the 75 days since they commenced their strike, we have been anguished to 
observe the myriad ways in which the Ministry has mishandled the complex set of issues brought up by the 
students, the alumni, the film-making community and the wider civil society. 

7. We have been especially disturbed at the victimization of the students, some of whom were subjected 

to midnight arrests on what prima facie seem to be grossly exaggerated charges including “torture”. 

8. We believe that despite the several discussions held between the Ministry and the students, as well as the 
various attempts at mediation, especially by eminent alumni, no solution seems to be in sight. 

We therefore write to you to express our deep anguish and to urge you to intervene directly. We hope your 
intervention would not just facilitate an end to the current crisis, but also help address the long-term and 
festering problems faced by the FTII. 


May we request you to: 
© Declare FTII as a Centre of Excellence and an autonomous institution. 
« Assume charge as the Chancellor. 
¢ Direct the Government of India to delink FTII from the Ministry of I & B and to urgently 
complete all the necessary formalities to grant it autonomy 
« Appoint an independent panel of eminent filmmakers to probe and resolve all the issues 
arising out of the current crisis as well as to facilitate the immediate resumption of classes and 
the ongoing diploma film projects. 
¢ Authorize this panel to formally consider all prior reports submitted by various committees — 
right from the G D Khosla committee (1971) to the P K Nair committee (2011) — and to make 
final recommendations concerning FTII to your office. 


